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What is the OFIBC? 
The Organic Farming Institute of BC is an educational institute providing new, 
experienced and potential farmers the knowledge and practical skills necessary to 
farm using organic principles and practices. The farming methods are based on 
sound environmental, ecological and economic practices. They meet the new 
Canadian National organic regulations and standards for certified organic 
producers.  
 

History 
The institute was born at a public meeting held in Keremeos in February 2004. A 
widely representative group of 30 Similkameen Valley residents expressed a 
vision for an excellence centre in organic farming whilst taking advantage of e-
learning and broadband technologies. Since that time, the OFIBC has worked 
with successful and experienced farmers and on-line course development experts 
to create relevant and effective courses in organic agriculture 

Location 
The Similkameen valley is the logical location for an organic farming centre as 
organic farming practices have been part of the Similkameen valley for over 30 
years and the region has the highest concentration 40% of certified organic farms 
in Canada. In fact, the Keremeos-Cawston area is trademarked as the Organic 
Farming Capital of Canada. This extensive organic knowledge base along with 
the wide variety of organic crops grown in this  
region provides the foundation for offering excellent training opportunities in 
organic farming. 
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Practical  Field Training 
In combination with the on-line learning the OFIBC provides practical field training 
courses to complement the theoretical knowledge. This service model for organic 
farming education is unique in Canada. The instructor led field training takes 
place on certified organic farms in the Similkameen Valley. The 3 day field training 
course visits multiple farms to allow students to practice and learn a variety of 
skills applicable to different situations. Students will have the opportunity to 
observe, record and evaluate each farm in addition to the practical hands on 
training. 
 

On-Line Learning 
Using Moodle, course management system, the on-line theory component 
consists of 40 hours of learning time using interactive tools in conjunction with 
instructor graded assignments. Learning aids include short video presentations, 
graphical animations, interactive images, learning games and non graded quizzes 
and tests. Traditional information in the form of lesson pdf’s, reading lists and a 
detailed glossary of key terms are also included. 
Students are expected to complete the on-line courses in 12 weeks. An instructor 
will guide the students through the course, grading assignments, facilitating 
discussion, answering questions and ensuring successful completion of the 
course. 
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Regional Scholarship Program 
The demand for local organic products is increasing as Canada and BC cannot 
keep up with consumer demand. There is an ongoing need to increase organic 
agricultural production.  
 

Training students in organic farming is where you can help! 
 
Teaching new and conventional farmers to use organic farming practices will 
increase the supply of organic products, reduce the environmental impacts of 
conventional agriculture and help strengthen local economies. 
 
The regional scholarship program enables students in each of BC’s major 
agricultural regions to gain the necessary knowledge and skills to be successful 
farmers using organic methods. 
 
Regional Scholarships are awarded to a student in each of the eight following 
regions; Thompson – Okanagan, Vancouver Island, Lower Mainland, Kootenay, 
Cariboo, North Coast, Nechako/Bulkley-Stikine, Peace River 
 
Learn and Grow Scholarships 
 

 Gold Soil Certificate Scholarship               $2000 
Allow a student to gain the full understanding of soil, nutrient growth and the 
fundamentals of organic farming. Sponsorship enables a student to study the      
2 on-line and one field-training course to complete the Organic Soil Certificate.  
Scholarship includes tuition and partial costs towards travel and accommodation 
to attend the course 
 
Silver Field Training Scholarship        $800 
Provide a student with the opportunity to participate in the Organic Farming  
field-training course. Scholarship includes tuition and partial costs towards 
travel and accommodation to attend the course 
 
Bronze On-Line Scholarship        $550         $550 
Provide a student with the opportunity to take one on-line course in Organic 
Farming  
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Donations Program 
The demand for local organic products is increasing as Canada and BC cannot keep 
up with consumer demand. There is an ongoing need to increase organic agricultural 
production. 
 
Organic farming is a viable and profitable alternative to conventional methods. At the 
heart of organic agriculture are sustainable farming methods that reduce the 
environmental impact of food production so that it is an ecologically sound practice. 
Organic agriculture contributes to the health of people, plants, soil and animals and 
also local economies. 
 
Practical education is a key component in increasing organic production. The 
Organic Farming Institute is using a combination of new computer based technology 
and traditional hands on experience to attract and deliver effective farming 
knowledge to new and experienced farmers. 
 
If you believe in the importance of educating new and current farmers in the methods 
of organic agriculture, please consider donating to the Organic Farming Institute of 
BC for the development of additional courses in organic agriculture.  
 
Donation Benefits 
 
Gold          $2000+ 
Sponsors benefits include: 

• Logo and Name on OFIBC homepage 
• Logo on course homepage 
• Recognition in course downloadable materials 

 And more… 
 
Silver          $1000+ 
Sponsors benefits include: 

• Recognition in course downloadable materials 
• Logo and Name on OFIBC website 
• Logo on course website 

 And more… 
 
Bronze         $500+ 
Sponsors benefits include: 

• Logo and Name on OFIBC website 
• Logo on course website 

 And more… 
 
See Benefits page for more information 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
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Gold 
Sponsor 
$2000 + 

Silver 
Sponsor 
$1000 + 

Bronze 
Sponsor 
$500 + 

Friend 
OF 
OFIBC 
Sponsor 
Up to 
$500 

Gold  
Scholarship 
$2000 

Silver 
Scholarship 
$800 

Bronze 
Scholarship 
$550 

OFIBC Links webpage               
Logo, Description & Link  X        X     

Logo & Link    X        X   
Name & Link      X  X      X 

OFIBC Home Page               
Logo  X        X     

OFIBC Sponsors webpage               
Logo, Description & Link    X        X   

Logo & Description  X    X  X  X    X 
OFIBC Moodle webpage               

Logo on home page  X        X     
Logo on course page  X  X  X    X  X  X 

Course Materials               
Logo on course overview materials  X  X      X  X   

Scholarship Naming               
Named after your organisation          X  X  X 

Media & Communication               
Logo on Scholarship Communication          X     

Name on Scholarship 
Communication 

          X  X 

Name in all media & communication  X  X  X  X 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*Sponsors receive a tax receipt less 30% to account for the benefits (advantage) provided as a result of the donation.  
For more information see http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/ndvdls/tpcs/ncm-tx/rtrn/cmpltng/ddctns/lns300-350/349/lgbl-eng.html  
*Benefits are in effect for 1 year from the date of sponsorship 
*For more information please see sponsors page www.ofibc.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does the OFIBC have a physical location? 
Currently the OFIBC is a virtual institute. The board of directors of the OFIBC, are 
all farmers in the Similkameen Valley in South Central BC. The long-term plan for 
the OFIBC is to build a learning and research centre in the Similkameen Valley.  
 
Is the OFIBC a registered educational institution? 
The OFIBC is not yet a registered educational institution. It is currently a 
registered charity, which has enabled the institute to receive funding to develop 
courses that promote regional and national objectives to support sustainable and 
economically viable businesses. 
 
Who are the instructors for the courses? 
The OFIBC instructors have experience in both teaching and farming.  
 
What is the course developer’s background? 
Our award winning course developer has 20 years experience in the on-line 
learning and training sector and works closely with content development experts. 
He is also involved in The Natural Step a non-profit organization promoting 
sustainable development. 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 



 

 
PO Box 247         Tel: (250) 938-7634 
Keremeos, B.C.     www.ofibc.org 
V0X 1N0              
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
If you would like more information about the Organic Farming Institute of British 
Columbia, our programs or our partnership opportunities please contact our 
administrator. 
 
 

Administrator 
Box 247 
Keremeos, BC 
V0X 1N0 

 Tel: (250) 938-7634 
Email: info@ofibc.org  

Contact Us 


